Evaluation of Knowledge, Opinions, and Attitudes of Hospital Staff Except Physicians and Nurses Regarding Seasonal Influenza Vaccine
Dear Editor, Seasonal influenza is a disease that affects people of all ages causing morbidity and mortality especially in immunosuppressive patients and elderly people. Seasonal influenza vaccine is recommended by the ACIP (Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices) and AAP (American Academy of Pediatrics) for all children over 6-month old and all adults (2, 3). Since health care personnel are the medium especially in infecting the disease, they are regarded among the risk groups. In Karadağ Öncel et al.'s (1) study, they found that vaccination rate was very low (18.4%); 54.5% of the vaccinated personnel reported that they had the vaccine not to infect the patients they served for. In the same study, all the study group participants answered the question "I protected the others from influenza when I have the influenza vaccine" 36.9% correctly. This study has demonstrated that the knowledge of hospital staff except physicians and nurses about the seasonal influenza infection and vaccine is below the expected level. In a study done in a pandemic period with the participation of 807 physicians and nurses at Ege University, it was similarly found that the rate of seasonal vaccination rate in the previous year was 19%;
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